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Australia must not pressure for pacific trade
The Australia Government has been called on to respect the calls from the Pacific Islands leaders when they meet today to discuss the proposed Pacific free trade agreement, known as PACER.
At the conclusion of the meeting of Pacific Islands Leaders yesterday the Niue Premier Toke Tufukia Talagi told reporters that the Pacific Islands will continue with the pace that they want on PACER and that they needed more time to undertake consultations and consider the implications before proceeding to final negotiations.
Adam Wolfenden from the Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network (AFINET) who is in Cairns stated “The Pacific Islands Leaders have made it clear that they need more time to consult their communities as well as discuss what the impacts of a free trade agreement would be, this has to be respected.”

“Australia has consistently said that this agreement is about helping the Pacific, if that’s the case then the first step is listening to what the Pacific is saying,” continued Mr Wolfenden

“It’s time for Australia to match it’s rhetoric with its practice. The Pacific can see the role that trade can play in supporting them but it has to be done the Pacific way, not from Australia.”

A report commissioned by the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat reported that the lowering of import taxes on Australian and New Zealand goods under a trade agreement would see Pacific Islands Governments lose up to 17% of government revenue, equal to tens of millions of dollars.

“A Pacific trade agreement will pose many development challenges. It will see loss of government revenue, loss of manufacturing jobs and loss of government policy space. If Australia continues to rush the launch of negotiations it will only exacerbate the negative impacts of a Pacific free trade agreement,” concluded Mr Wolfenden.
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