
Mr Stephen Smith MHR

Minister for Trade

Parliament House

Canberra   ACT   2600

Dear Mr Smith,

Re: The Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement

I understand that negotiations for this agreement started in Melbourne on March 15 with the US, Chile, Peru, Brunei, Singapore New Zealand and Vietnam.

I am concerned about this because during negotiations for the US-Australia Free Trade Agreement the US Government and companies identified the Australian Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, and other social, cultural and environmental polices, as barriers to trade that they wanted to remove or change. Community concern and debate limited the changes to the PBS, prevented an investor-state disputes process and changes to other policies.

Australia already has agreements which give market access to most of the other countries involved. We are aware that the government wishes to use the agreement to improve Australian access to US agricultural markets, but the danger is that further changes to the PBS and the other policies will be offered as trade-offs.

I am asking you to commit to the following principles for the TPPA negotiations:


No further changes to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme which would reduce affordable access to medicines 


No investor-state disputes process which would give special rights to international corporations to sue governments for damages 


Full rights to regulate labeling of genetically engineered food and to regulate GE crops, including existing moratoria


No further weakening of Australian Government power to regulate audiovisual media for Australian content purposes 


Retention of the Foreign Investment Review Board, and of its powers to review foreign investment in the public interest


No weakening of quarantine regulations


No reductions in the ability to have local content requirements for government purchasing and industry policies that support local employment


Strong labour clauses that require signatories to enforce the core International Labor Organisation’s (ILO) standards in the ILO Conventions, with trade penalties for non-compliance


Strong environmental clauses that require signatories to meet all applicable international environmental standards including those contained within UN environmental agreements, with trade penalties for non compliance.

Yours sincerely


